
WELCOME TO 
CONNECT



TONIGHT

• Worship song

• Bible teaching + Discussion - developing Biblical authenticity

• Prayer bubbles – honouring God’s Name

• Prayer



(Or Where are you in your walk with Jesus?)










PRODDED TO PURPOSE!

Session 2



Three of the main characteristics of Biblical 
Authenticity found in Paul that we need to 
model as Christians:

• Our lives must be Gospel-centred, not me-centred.

• Our lives should model humility, not pride.

• Our lives must be sincere.



1 CORINTHIANS 2:2-5

“I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ 
and him crucified…My speech and my preaching were not 
with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration 
of the power, so that your faith might not be based on 
human wisdom but on God’s power.”



“Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this 
extraordinary power may be from God and not from us. We 
are afflicted in every way but not crushed; we are perplexed 
but not in despair; we are persecuted but not abandoned; we 
are struck down but not destroyed. We always carry the 
death of Jesus in our body, so that the life of Jesus may also 
be displayed in our body.”

2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-10



PHILIPPIANS 3:13-14

“Not that I have already reached the goal or am already 
perfect, but I make every effort to take hold of it because I 
also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. Brothers and 
sisters, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. But 
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching 
forward to what is ahead, I pursue as my goal the prize 
promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus.” 



How easy do you find it to identify differences in your 
behaviour compared with Biblical standards? What do you 
do about it when you do?

What are the challenges that you find in being open 
about your weaknesses?



FIVE VIRTUES THAT ARE THE MARKS OF 
AUTHENTIC CHRISTIANITY

• faith in Jesus Christ, 

• love for other believers, and the 

• hope of heaven 

• thankfulness and 

• prayer



THE FREEDOM OF SELF-FORGETFULNESS
(TIM KELLER)

“Spiritual pride is the illusion that we are competent to run 
our own lives, achieve our own sense of self-worth, and 
find a purpose big enough to give us meaning in life without 
God.” 



1 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6

“It is of little importance to me that I should be judged by 
you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge 
myself…It is the Lord who judges me…who will both bring 
to light what is hidden in darkness and reveal the intentions 
of the hearts. And then praise will come to each one from 
God…the purpose is that none of you will be arrogant, 
favouring one person over another.”



1 TIMOTHY 1:5

“Now the goal of our instruction is love that comes from a 
pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith.”

• If you asked people to describe you, would the word 
“sincerity” make their list? 



A PRAYER FOR GROWTH

“Heavenly Father. I want all You have for me. Please, 
Father, there is power in this Gospel, fill me with it, every 
moment of every day! 

Lord. I want You to take everything out of my life that is not 
like Jesus. I don’t want anything in me except that which 
glorifies and magnifies Jesus Christ my Lord.” 

Amen.



FIVE VIRTUES THAT ARE THE MARKS OF AUTHENTIC 
CHRISTIANITY

• FAITH in Jesus Christ, 

• LOVE for other believers, and the 

• HOPE of heaven. 

• THANKFULNESS and 

• PRAYER.



A QUESTION TO TAKE HOME WITH YOU:

What changes would you like those closest to you to see in 
a year’s time as you are transformed by the Gospel? How 
can these changes occur?



THANK YOU



PRAYER BUBBLES

20



WHAT IS A PRAYER BUBBLE? 

• Praying together with 2 or 3 other people once a week

• Encouraging one another in your walk with the Lord –
encouragement, sharing Bible verses, being open, praying 
together

• Who has managed to form a prayer bubble yet?



WHAT SHOULD WE PRAY ABOUT? 

• Lord’s Prayer as agenda

• May Your Name be honoured



MAY YOUR NAME BE HONOURED

• E.g. The Lord is Peace (Judges 6:24 – Gideon)

• Ephesians 2 13 ”But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14 For he himself is our peace …”

• Thank God, then pray that this will be true in your own 
life, in your family, in your life situations, in your town.



LET’S PRAY!!



A QUESTION TO TAKE HOME WITH YOU:

• What changes would you like those closest to you to see in 
a year’s time as you are transformed by the Gospel? How 
can these changes occur?



HAVE A GREAT WEEK!!
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