
WELCOME TO 
CONNECT GROUP - INTRO



THIS EVENING WE PLAN TO COVER THE 
FOLLOWING

•Worship. (No singing! Sorry!)

• Fellowship

•Goals of the Group

• Introduction to next few weeks’ teaching

• Introduce Prayer Bubbles

•Pray Together



CHAT TO YOUR SOCIALLY DISTANCED 
NEIGHBOUR

• Something good that has happened to you during 

lockdown

•Anything funny that has happened

• Something you’ve enjoyed in the online services



NEW WINESKINS

Mark 2 21 : “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an 

old garment. Otherwise, the new piece will pull away from 

the old, making the tear worse. 22 And no one pours new 

wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the 

skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. 

No, they pour new wine into new wineskins.”



HALLMARKS OF THE EARLY CHURCH

Acts 2 42 : “ They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled 

with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All 

the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 

property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day 

they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God 

and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their 

number daily those who were being saved.”



HALLMARKS OF THE EARLY CHURCH

•Teaching

•Prayer

•Fellowship

•Serving others + Sharing Gospel



THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER

What type of soil are you?

Is God growing in your heart?



PATH - BIRDS

This is the ‘in one ear, out the other’ crowd. 

Picture a road hardened by years of travel by 

men and vehicles. What happens to the seed 

when it falls here? 

It sits out in the open for the birds to come and 

get it. If we don’t take God’s Word seriously, 

that’s the soil we’re representing.



ROCKS - SHALLOW

These people know the Word of God, but when 

they’re tested, they collapse. They have no root. 

They’re not planted deep enough in the soil, so God’s 

Word hasn’t truly become their foundation.

It’s a superficial faith that springs up when times are 

good. But when the heat comes, just like the sun on a 

hot day, the small seedling that shot up on the rock 

will wither and die for lack of soil and water.



WEEDS – THORNS CHOKED
They hear and know the word, but don’t truly accept or do 

anything in practical ways with it.

If we’re not earnestly seeking knowledge and understanding 

of the Word of God, it leads to indifference about devotions, 

our relationship with Him and others.

Satisfaction comes from external things (the thorns): riches, 

pleasures, and prosperity. Even though the seed was planted 

in good soil, the thorns choked it, just like these things can 

choke us from depending on and serving our God.



GOOD SOIL – GROWTH
This is Faith assured. Having an enduring faith in Jesus is a result of a 

person’s ability to fully understand and put into practice God’s 

Word. When your life is firmly planted in the good soil, you must 

use this opportunity to share God’s Word with others. 

But remember, the fruit of sharing the Gospel doesn’t just happen 

on its own. 

It takes a humble heart, meditation on the Word of God and 

practical application to produce good fruit and to further the 

Kingdom of God. 

How?            Through DISCIPLESHIP!



So, which of the four conditions in this parable is true in your life?

• Are you the one who got excited when you heard the Gospel and yet 

it never took root?

• Are you the one who once filled with joy at hearing the good news 

of the Gospel but fell away because the shallow roots of your faith 

faded when confronted with persecution or trouble because of the 

Gospel?

• Maybe you are the one who once the good news began to take root 

in your life realised the cost of truly surrendering your whole life 

here on earth to serve God was too great a price to pay?



• Or, are you the one who after hearing the good news 

surrendered all to do the will of the Father while serving the 

Kingdom of Heaven.

• If this is you, you must not choose an apathetic life of half 

serving the Lord where you live most days for your life and go 

through the motions on the others.

• We have been called to discipleship everyday of our lives until 

we go to heaven.

• So, where do you stand in regards to discipleship and eternity?



WE WILL BE LOOKING AT THE FOLLOWING

Session 1
Authenticity

• What is Authenticity?

• The Authenticity of Paul

• Three characteristics of Biblical authenticity:

1. Our lives must be Gospel centered, not Me-centered

2. Our lives should model humility, not pride

3. Our lives must be sincere

• Review with questionnaire



Session 2

Sincere Biblical Authenticity incorporates the following virtues

Faith, Love, Hope, Thankfulness and Prayer

Authentic Christians are marked by

1. Faith in Christ Jesus Himself

2. Love for one another

3. Hope of heaven

4. Thankfulness and Prayer

Review with questionnaire



Session 3

Understanding the Gospel

• The Gospel is good news

• The Gospel has content

• The Gospel is powerful to 

save sinners

• Conclusion

Review with questionnaire

Session 4

•Who/what is a Disciple?

•What is the difference 

between a Christian and a 

Disciple?

•What is Christian 

Discipleship?

Review with questionnaire



Session 5

Is Discipleship a condition 

for Salvation?

Review with questionnaire

Session 6

Discipleship:

1. Putting Jesus first in all 

things

2. Following Jesus’ teachings

3. Fruitfulness

4. Love for other Disciples



5. What is my Purpose?

Review with questionnaire

Conclusion

Let it be said of you:

2 Thessalonians 1:3

“We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, 

because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for 

one another is increasing.”



PRAYER BUBBLES

• Matt 18 19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 
anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For 
where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”

• Groups of 3 or 4 people – organise by yourself

• Meet once a week 

• Suggested Bible reading to discuss – personal application question from teaching

• Prayer input in connect

• Take time to build relationships

• Integral part of the connect group



QUESTION TO TAKE AWAY

What would I like to develop in my walk as a 

disciple over the next month or two?” 



THANKS FOR BEING PART 

OF THIS EVENING!

- let’s pray
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