
Gatehouse Church Update – 23rd June 2020 

 

Dear Friends 

These last few months have been a major adjustment for all of us and we have all been affected to a 

greater or lesser extent. I have been so proud of everyone at the Gatehouse, how you have been looking 

out for each other and reaching out to those around you and it has been a real blessing to see how God 

has met people’s needs through one another. 

One of the things that has become the ‘new normal’ is waiting to hear the next change in 

regulations/guidance from the government as they seek to guide is through this crisis. Already, they have 

allowed churches to be open for private prayer (providing certain conditions are met) and it is anticipated 

that they may allow churches to open for worship services (maintaining social distancing) from July. Once 

that decision is made, Elim centrally, will inform us of when we are allowed to open. 

However, given all that, we will still need to make our own plans at the Gatehouse. Paramount is our 

desire to honour God and as part of that it is vital to do all we can to make sure that people are safe. Also, 

we need to consider our regional situation, where apparently the R rate (rate of infection) is higher than in 

most other parts of the country. We also are considering the make-up of our congregation which has a 

high proportion of elderly and BAME people. With all of this in mind, we do not anticipate the Gatehouse 

Church opening for normal Sunday services within the next few weeks, but we will continue with the 

online services, the online Alpha and the video conferencing Connect Group.  

In addition, we will be exploring the possibility of trialling one or two small groups that would meet in the 

church. We are in the process of thinking and praying about what these would look like, who would attend 

and what they would aim to achieve.  

We would really appreciate your input as we seek to navigate through this next stage in this 

unprecedented situation. To that end, we plan on conducting a survey in the next couple of weeks, which 

we hope as many as possible will be able to fill in.  

I want to thank a number of groups of people at this point. I have a prayer team supporting me and they 

have been an invaluable encouragement to me. The pastoral support team have been brilliant as they have 

been looking out for the people in their groups. It has been inspiring to see our frontline workers putting 

their lives on the line to serve our community. We are all so truly grateful.  

I also want to thank another team of people which is our tech team, who have worked incredibly hard to 

learn new skills quickly and put out our online services, which have been such a blessing to us. 

In all of this, we understand that most of us are itching to be back together again at church, but we ask for 

your patience and understanding in the process. We encourage you to continue to meet up to encourage 

one another, whether it is online, on the phone, meeting in parks or in ‘bubbles’ in such a way that keeps 

you safe by observing the government guidelines. Please be assured of our prayers and know that you are 

free to contact us if you have any questions, needs or feedback. 

 

Every blessing 

 

Pastor Neville Walker and the leadership at the Gatehouse 

contact@gatehouseblackpool.org.uk 
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