Making God Happy
Intro – Being a parent is a great blessing. You want your children to be
secure and confident – they won’t even have to give it a second
thought – they are children who are loved and nothing will change
that. Mum and Dad look after them. That is their identity.
As a parent there are some very precious moments which bring a smile
to your face or a sense of pleasure to your heart. First smiles, steps,
first words, expressing ideas, showing compassion, developing sense of
humour, taking initiative, doing something without being asked to do
it, going out of their way to do something nice or buy a present.,
making a good choice, showing character, succeeding in adversity
Is there anything that can make me love my children more? No. Is
there anything they can do to make me happy or pleased? Yes.
This is the same with God. What we do does make a difference to God
– your life matters. You can do things that bless God’s heart!
Mark 14:1-9 – Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread
were only two days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the
law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 2 “But not
during the festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.”
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While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon
the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the
perfume on his head.
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Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why
this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s
wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her
harshly. Cf Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favour of men, or

of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please
men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
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“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. (Jesus stands up for her) “Why are you
bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me (This brings
pleasure to Jesus). 7 The poor you will always have with you, and you
can help them any time you want. But you will not always have
me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body
beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the
gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also
be told, in memory of her.”

Ephesians 5 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all
goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the
Lord.
Hebrews 11 4 By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did.
By faith he was commended as righteous, when God spoke well of his
offerings. And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is dead.
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By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience
death: “He could not be found, because God had taken him away.” For
before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased
God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him.
Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing
to God—this is your true and proper worship.

2 Corinthians 5 6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as
long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7 For
we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would
prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we
make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or
away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things
done while in the body, whether good or bad.
Psalm 69:30-31 I will praise the name of God with song and magnify
Him with thanksgiving. And it will please the LORD better than an ox or
a young bull with horns and hoofs. (Testimony)
Romans 8:8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.(Not
Law, but Spirit)
Proverbs 15:8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the
LORD, But the prayer of the upright is His delight (Prayers are being
stored up)
Philippians 4:18 But I have received everything in full and have an
abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus
what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, wellpleasing to God.(helping the poor, the sick, those in prison)
Psalm 37:23 The steps of a man are established by the LORD, And He
delights in his way.
Matthew 25 14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who
called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave
five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who
had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work
and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold

gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off,
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
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“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled
accounts with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold
brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five
bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’
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“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.
Come and share your master’s happiness!’
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“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you
entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’
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“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.
Come and share your master’s happiness!’

What is the reward? Crowns (honour) + Commission (in charge of
much) + Commendation - The voice which says ‘Well done!’ – the same
voice that spoke and the world came into being. The voice in revelation
that sounds like might waters. The voice that said ‘Mary’. That voice
which spoke words of life.
Crown – imperishable, of rejoicing, of righteousness, of glory, of life

